
MARSHA K HUDGINS is CEO of Hudgins Contracting Corporation, a fixture in 
construction in the Tidewater area for over 40 years. Hudgins was started by Marsha’s 
late husband, Lester L Hudgins, Jr.  
 
Marsha received her BS from the University of Connecticut and her MBA from Old 
Dominion University. She started her first business venture in the retail sector at age 25 
when she opened the home furnishings store Habersham Plantation, in the former 
NewMarket North Mall in Hampton. After ten successful years she opened a second 
location in Queen’s Landing, downtown Hampton. During that period she co-founded the 
Primitive Furniture Dealers Association, made up of retailers stretching from the mid-
Atlantic through the south-east and mid-west, spear-heading the development of group 
buying, advertising and direct mail initiatives.  
 
After establishing the retail venues she branched out into business consulting in the 
health care industry. Over the next two decades she advised and implemented business 
development strategies for large corporate health care organizations who were planning 
expansion into new, for-profit business models. In addition to corporate clients, Ms. 
Hudgins also assisted small business entrepreneurs, from start-ups to well-established 
firms in successfully building market-share. 
 
Community involvement and giving back has always been a priority for Marsha. She is a 
former member of the Board of Directors for Operation Smile, a former member of the 
HarborFest Executive Committee-(Logistics). She has also been a volunteer fundraiser 
for many arts programs in Tidewater and currently supports CNU’s Ferguson Center for 
the Arts as a member of the Encore Society. In addition to the arts, she has been a strong 
supporter of women in business over the last thirty years, and is an executive committee 
member of the Women’s Initiative Network at ODU. Ms. Hudgins has recently endowed 
the new Women Entrepreneurs in Business Speaker Series to support the School of 
Business’ new entrepreneur program.    
 
 
 


